
 
 

 

Lichen Diversity in Southern California’s Coastal 
Parks 

 

 
The Question: 
 
Lichens are pioneers in r ugged 
envir onments, symbiotic organisms that 
grow where nothing else can, often setting 
the stage for  plant and animal life to follow. 
Lichens can also ser ve as indicator s of air  
pollution and envir onmental change.   
 
But how much do we know about lichen 
diver sity and distr ibution along 
California’s south coast?  And how can a 
greater  understanding of these unique 
organisms help us better  manage our  
par ks?  
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The Project:  Conduct lichen sur veys within 
the Mediter r anean Network of national 
par ks to expand cur rent knowledge of 
lichen distr ibution and diver sity 
�
3 � 
�� �
� � � � �� � ��� 

 �� � 
� �� � � � � � 
 �� � 

 ����� � � � �� � � � 
 �
� � �
 � � �� � � � �� � �
� � � � 
� �
 �� � � 
 �� ��� � � � 
 �� � � � 
� �
� � 
 � �$� � � � ��� � � ��� � � � �

 ��
���� �
� � � � � � �
� � �� 	 � � ��
�� � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � �� � � �� 

 �� 
	 � �
� � �� � ��
� � � � 
 �
� � � � 
 
 ��� 

 �� � � 
� � #�4 � 
$� �
 
�� �� � �� � �
� � � � 
� �
 
$� � 
 
� � �� � 
 � � � � � � � �5 � � � � �5 � � � 
 � � �

 �
� � ��� 	 � � � �
� � �" 
�� �� � �
� � � ��� � � � �� � �$
� � �
 �� � � ��� �
� � � � � � ���
� � � � �
 � �$� � 
 �" 
�� 
� ��� � �� � � 
�� � � � � � � � �
� � � 
 ��� � �" � � � �� � �� � �
� � � ��� � � � 
 ��� �� � � � � � �
� � � � � � ��� � � " �� � � � �� � ��
� � � � �� 

 �� 
	 � �
� � �� � � �
� 
$� � 
 
�� ��� � � ��� �
� � � �
� � ��� � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � �

 � � � 
� 
#��
�
� � ��� � �� � � �� �� � � 
� � �� � � � �� 
� 
 ��$

 
�
 �� � � �
� � � � �" � � ��� �
 
�� 
 �
 � �$� � � � �� � � � �� �� �� � � � � � � �� � � � 
 �
� � � �
� �� � �� � �� � ���� �� $� �� � �� �� � � � � � 
 �
� �� 
$� � 
 
�� �
� � � �� 	 � � � � � � � �� � ��
� � � � 
 �� $� � ��
� � #�4 � 
$� � 
 
�� �� � �
� � �
� � � � 
� �� � 
 � � � � � � � 
 �� � � �� 
 
� � ��� � �� � �� �� � � � �
�� � 
 � �
 
�� 
 ��� �� �� � 
� � �� � � �� � � � �� �� 

 �� � 
� �� � � � � � 
 �
� �
�
� � ��� � �� � $� � � � 
 �
� ��
� � � � ��� � � � � � � #��
�
 
 

Additional Resources: 
�

Preliminary Results:  In the Santa Monica 
Mountains, scientists have located 5 lichen 
species new to science and over  a hundred 
species new to the mountains�
�
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