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Lichen Diversity in Southern California’s Coastal
Parks

The Question:

Lichensarepioneersin rugged
environments, symbiotic organismsthat
grow wherenothingelse can, often setting
the stagefor plant and animal lifeto follow.
Lichenscan also serveasindicatorsof air
pollution and environmental change.

But how much doweknow about lichen
diversity and distribution along
California’ssouth coast? And how can a
greater under standing of these unique
organismshelp usbetter manage our

parks?
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Preliminary Results: In the Santa Monica
Mountains, scientistshavelocated 5lichen
speciesnew to scienceand over a hundred
speciesnew to themountains
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The Project: Conduct lichen surveyswithin # "( $
the Mediterranean Network of national %% $
parksto expand current knowledge of $
lichen distribution and diversity # §
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Additional Resources:
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