
 

 
 

 
 

The California Mediterranean Research Learning Cent er announces 
the Southern California Coastal Parks Student Fello wship  

�
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Introduction  
 
The California Mediterranean Research Learning Center (CMRLC) facilitates and supports scientific and scholarly 
research in the California Mediterranean Network of national parks: Cabrillo National Monument, Channel Islands 
National Park, and Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.   
 

CMRLC programs are designed to support field research and enhance learning experiences in the in the physical, 
biological, ecological, social, and cultural sciences. The goal of this fellowship is to provide assistance for students 
working to enhance the understanding of the natural and cultural environments of the California Mediterranean Network 
parks and the interface between human communities and parklands. 
�
Purpose and Administration  
 

In 2007, the CMRLC will award a minimum of three fellowship awards up to $1,200 per grant. Awards will support 
student projects that address the parks’ significant natural and/or cultural resources, the experiences of visitors, students 
and local residents who use the parks, and the people who live in the greater Los Angeles or surrounding areas.  
 

Topics for study include (but are not limited to: 
 

·  The effects of urbanization on species and 
their habitats 

·  Status, trends in marine ecosystems 
·  Effects of habitat fragmentation 
·  Effects of non-native species invasion and 

restoration actions 
·  Visitor surveys 

·  Societal attitudes toward protected areas 
and NPS management actions 

·  History of physical and ecological change 
of the parks 

·  History of humans and their cultures within 
the Mediterranean Biome 

 
 
 
 



Eligibility   
�

Funding opportunities are available to graduate students or upper division undergraduates. Proposed projects must 
contribute to the scientific knowledge of the natural and cultural resources of at least one of the California 
Mediterranean network parks. 

 

Funds may be used for a variety of purposes including salary support; room, board, and travel directly associated with 
field work; supplies, and analytical costs. Equipment requests will also be considered, however any permanent 
equipment purchased with CMRLC funds remains the property of the National Park Service and, at the park’s request, 
will be returned to the park at the end of the project. CMRLC funding may also be used for tuition, costs associated 
with attendance at professional meetings to present talks or posters, or thesis preparation. Funding for a given project 
will be limited to one year only. Projects receiving an award may apply for other CMRLC funding opportunities for 
different projects in subsequent years. 
�
Application Guidelines 
 

Applications must include: 
 

·  Project proposal (2 page maximum) which includes title, proposed location, research objectives, proposed 
methods; timeline, relevance to issues in one or more California Mediterranean Coast Network parks, and 
anticipated research products (e.g. thesis, publications, report to park, presentation to park managers, park 
lecture). A summary of relevant literature should also be included with project proposal. 

·  Resume and photocopies of all college transcripts. 
·  Letter of support from major professor or academic advisor. 
·  Project budget including supplies and equipment, salary or stipends, travel, and other budget categories.  
·  Request for anticipated logistical support within park, if any (park office and work space, computers, logistical 

support, and reduced-cost housing may be available by request). 
·  List of other sources of funding for the project (include funding acquired by supervising faculty). 
·  Contact information for any NPS staff supporting or currently involved with the project. 

 

Evaluation criteria  
 

Applications will be evaluated according to the relevance of the proposed study, overall project feasibility, and student 
qualifications. Priority will be given to projects that lead to enhanced understanding and improved stewardship of the 
natural and cultural environments of the California Mediterranean Network parks. Projects that produce information or 
a product which would be useful to others in the NPS are encouraged. 
 
Requirements of all RLC funded Projects 
 

Projects receiving CMRLC funding will be required to comply with appropriate agency regulations and permits 
(administered separately from this fellowship). Students are expected to submit a project report to CMRLC within six 
months of the completion of field work, and copies of any publications resulting from the research. In addition, they 
will assist in the preparation of a two-page illustrated project summary suitable for the general public or will 
participate in a CMRLC educational engagement activity such as a presentation to park staff or a public seminar within 
six months of completing field work. 

 
For further information or to submit a proposal please contact:  
 

Susan Teel 
Director 
California Mediterranean Research Learning Center 
401 West Hillcrest Drive 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Phone:  805-370-2332 
Email: susan_teel@nps.gov 


